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- -BALO ALTO AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION, INC. 


MENLO PARK Civin DEFENSE RAC D> GLUS, K6YOT. 
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-PAARAGRAPHS is the official organ of the Palo Alto 
Amateur Radio Assocs, Inc, and the Menlo Park Civil 


Defense Radio Club. 


Editor-in-chief: Richard Ferranti WA6NCX 
Chief Assistant: Gary Perazzo, K6LVJ 
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SUBSCRIrTIONS & DUES 
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{) Membership dues in PAARA (only) includes a subscription | 
to PAARAGRAPHS, (how lucky can you cet???) 

2) Annual dues are only $4.00 per annum, 

3) Members will be dropped from our mailing list when their 
dues expire ~~ IMPORTANT ~~ see notice elsewhere in this 
issue concerning our new dues policy, 

4.) Subscription to PAARAGRAPHS alone is a measly 1,00 per 
year. Less than }300.09¢ an issue! 1 


Non-subscribers will be dropped from our 
mailing list as new names are added, 
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PAARA, P.O. Box 911, Menlo Park 94025 
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ARTICLES GLADLY ACCEPT2D *%* WRITE ABOUT ANYTHING(#! 
(Well, Almost Everything.....) 


SEND ARTICLES TO¢ RICK FERRANTI WA6NCX 
1234 Santa Cruz Avenue 
Menlo Park 94025 
415-324-1539 


CONTRIBUTE YOUR TI. E TO PAARAI 


~ 
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PAARA PICKIN'S_---_ANNOUNCEMENTS AND S‘CH 
OUR NEXT MSETING: DATE: Friday Sept. 7, 1973 
TIME: 7:30 PM 
PLACE: NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICS 
660 Price Avenue Redwood City. 
NOTE THIS CHANGE! !(!?! 
Bob Baum, W6BFH, arranged this fine field trip for us 
at the weather station, Here's how to get theres 


BAYSHORE 


East bound on OQ -- left on Broadway to Nain 
right on Main to Veterans, right off veterens to 
Brewster, left off Brewster on Price. 

North on Bayshore -- Off at Whipple, left on Veterans, 
left on Brewster, left on Price, 

South on Bayshore -- off on whipple exit, straight on 
Veterans, left on Brewster, left on Price, 


REMEMBER: Nat*’l Weather Service 660 Price Redwood City 
P,S. Bob is.a regular on the 145,24 PAARA net ~-- Yes! 
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PUTURE ADVERTISERS  _POSSTIBLE ADVERTISERS -~ Our ad policy 
in its final form willbe mailed to you shortly. We hope 
that a copy comes to you within the next few weeks, however, 
if you don’t get one, drop me a line. Curiosity seekers 


please enclose SASE for map showing where to Get Lost, 
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PAARAGRAPHS has a new cover (or so you noticed??)! Designed 
by B. Rapp, an art student at the UC Santa Cruz campus, he 
received the Big Prize of a 3-lb,. bag of solder blobs, 
Still, there is space left for a logo (submissions always 
welcome) which would be appropriate for the club, 

I received another good entry from Ed Fairbanks, 
W6AIN, He suzvests PARKGRAPHS for a new name (comments?) 
Since we needn't forzet Menlo Park, I was glad to see a*’s 


Sete WAH Fea Te ie Hh se 
Quement Electronics, who has been our good advertiser for 
so many years, had its” ad*’s SVR bridge line-~drawn in for 
better clarity. Photos come out lousy on the stencil} 
FS GE HAG ae SE Si aE HE Re So se Wh SESE 

The club is short of 145.24 crystals (8068 fundamental) 
for the Monday Night Club chat. If you are not using 

any issued by the club, please return them by mail or 

at the next club meeting, Records show wB6KQZ, WB6KQX, 
and WA6MPC could return theirs. TNX, Ed -~-de wéAIN 
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PAARA has NAME TAGS available (see Fred, K6YT, at the next 
meeting) for only $1.58, very reasonable, These are three 
color jobs with your handle, call, and Palo Alto etched in 
plastic, 


PAARA NET -- Monday Nites, 8:15, 145,24 AM —- Ragchew, etc. 
More Pickin's —< Page 9 
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EVALUATE YOUR CD/RACGBS NET 
by Harry Whipsnade, K6LVC 


** The views expressed in this erticle are purely those 
of the author and do not necessarily represent any 
official policy of any organizations mentioned herein, *¥# 


Why do I check into the Monday nicht RACES net? 
It 1s such a waste of time. First of all, it's the 
same old fogies every week. In fact, it's been the same 
ones for the past fifteen yesrs, Very few new faces 
have epoeared. I suess nobody car stand the boredome of 
the net.» Secondly, 211 I do is ¢ive Ty call ane then. iF 
I'm lucky, I get to hear e couple of ARRL bulletins, 
Yhat a drag ; 

It would be vreat if we cot Little, action: to 
liven up things. ‘sé eculd all heve ries in our ears end 
drive around town for a couple of hovrs looking ssl ap 
Grunk drivers or accidents, I can hear it row, 

"ONE ALAL 2FO this is ONE =LAM LVJ possible 1051 
at ZCOR and Jefferson, 

"10-4 ONE 2 DAM LVJ, Oh ALAN FZK cover OME -DAM LVI 
code two." 

"OhE.: DAM FZK 10-4," 

Whet an exciting CD drill!ti 


a 
Vv 


If the foregoing is your view of the existing RACES 
activities and how they mic:ht be improved, then it 
micht be wise to take e zood overall look #t the scope 
and purpose of smateur communications and its relationship 
to Civil Defense end RACES operations, 

Tne present operetion of various R/ CES zroups micht 
not be exsctly what one would call exciting. The RACES 
groups might not even be esrryins out the purpose for 
which RACES was intended. It can be ssid that the over- 
all purpose of RACES is that of providing energency 
communications in the event of a dissster, 
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This purpose can be broken down into two funderertal 
premises, FIRST, to provide operational equipment 
for emerzsency use that can be relied upon. Reliable 
equipment is very important. SzCCND, to provide 
trained operators to man that equipment. Operators 
who car be relied upon. 

on the ¢ two premises RACES nets should be based, 
Now také @ look et your net ard the old focies who 
have been checking in for the past fifteen years. 
Possibly ore. fundamental is beinz fulfilied. By 
checkinz in every week, the incividual is insuring 
that bis rig is orerational. If he didn't do so, an 
emergency wight arise and he mizht find that his rig 
was lnorpceretive. The second fundamertal, that of 
supcrlyines trained persornel, probably is not being 
corplied with, Checking in eech week with a call 
sign does not qualify anyone for handling cowmuni- 
cations of any type. 

So many of our nets today ere felling short on 
this second premise that if a disaster struck, most 
operators, if they didn't so hide, wouldn't know how 
to conduct business on an emersency circuit. 

I don't like to criticise unless I can offer 
su¢cestions es alternetives to my criticism. So 
here it is. 

With rezard to the first fundamental premise; 
Chec’ing into a RACES net is to insure that equipment 
is 100% operational. If that is all the HAMMING you 
do, use that weekly check-in for that purpose. If 
someone has a bad sicnal, call it to his attention. 
The best thing to do is use emergency power. In 
this case, checkine in is ever more importart. Those 
batteries have to be charzed or the generator working 
to be of any value. If you heve emerxency euipment 
or @ mobile, use it rather than your fixed 110 4C 
station. Area net control stetions should rezerd 
weekly check-ins as an irdication of those stations 
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prepered for an emercercy. Stations not hesrd from for 

a period of time can be sssumed to be inoperative urless 
otherwise notified. If you are uneble to make the net on 
a resular bssis, check your equipment*fonce 4 week and 
heve the results releyed to net control for vou by 
someone else. That covers the first furdamertel fairly 
well. 

The second premise is much rore cifficult to deal 
with because it involves people rether than machines. 
Eow to train operzstors is purely a subjective topic. 
what criteriaidetermines if a person is’ reedy for 
Gisester communicetions? I feel that most of the R‘CES 
nets are fallinz short of e minimal goal for making 
operators ready. in our openings exvarple. there is 


evidence to show thet while ecuipment was beirns checked, 
orere ting techniques ard practices were beinz overlooked 
completely. 


Yhat type of training shoulé be undertaken’ 
Certeinly the example of playin pseudo-policeran, 
as CHers micht do, does not fulfill the requirements. 
Operstors in an emergency or disaster situation should 
be able to 1.) handle formal trsific ‘efficiently, 

2.) be knowledzseable of a chain of command in which to 
pass vital operational information, %.) observe net 
Giscipline so as to not disrupt other communications 

on the circuit, 4.) feel at ease while opersting because 
they know what they are doing. 

The third item above is casiest dealt with. If net 
control runs a well disciplined controléd net, then 
this objective can be achieved. Silence usually is the 
key word for operators. Transmit only when directec to 
do so or when absolutely necessary. 

Treffic handling can be accomplished with drill 
messages. Even normal conversationel items can be put 
into message forr for practise. Fun questions can be 
asked and answered in messere format, 
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Items two and four are the hardest to prepere for, 
To be knowledgeable of who to pass information of 
specific natures to is usually dictated by the specific 
situation at hand. Thus, it is something that cen't be 
prepared for too eesily. A knowledve of the CD structure 
in the local area and important names is useful infor-— 
mation. Feeling at ease enables an operator to step 
into a situation and handle it with confidence. Only 
practise helps cet the butterflies out of the stomach, 

I was nervous and didn't know what to expect the first 
time I called role for the county. 

In veneral, practise at treffic handlinz for fun in 
& corntrollec net type situation coupled with net control 
respons?bilities and even mock disaster situations will 
make’ a useful and conficent operator. Critiques on the 
air or in person are very useful in pointire out problem 
areas. 

One possibility often overlooked is that a trained 
operator need not own any equipment of his own on the band 
where the net meets, Equipment is usually eesier to 
aquire than QU: LIFIED personnel. The July 4th parade in 
Redwood City is 8 sood example of a trainings exercise 
where operetors are needed more than equipment. It tests 
the durability of both equipment and operators. 

Observe your RACES net. Is it a means of checking 
equipment? Is control using the information to maintain 
a status listof operational stations? Is it makine 
overstors to feel at e:se while they beeome efficient 
in net procedures? Is there a resevoir of personnel who 
are qualified? If a disaster struck while you are 
readinz this, how many of the reculer net members would 
be aveilablet Cf those, which ones wovld you want to 
depend on? 

I hope my observations can improve the CD/RACES 
activities. It shouldn't have to be dull and boring. 

It can be a pleasuer. Participate... 


de K6LVJ AR 
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MEMBERS ** HRAR YE@} 

To facilitate your remembering when the nominal club 
dues are to be paid, and to make club bookkeeping easier, 
memberships will now be on a calender year basis, To get 
everyone paid up to Dec. 3ist of this year, the fcllowing 
members should remit the sum listeé after their call, or 
name (for those with unlisted calls}. Devalued dollars are 
most acceptable} 


W6WQD—4 W6MOH-2 W6CEB-2 W6GAQ-2 W6VQV-3 SM5UR-3 
K6QNH-3 W6AQL-4 WN6RNO-3 YB6KQZ-3  wWé6DEU-4 W60JR-2 
WA6DVI~4 W6NQN~2 W6SNF-~6 WA6MMY-6 WOLEF~3 WB6KQX-3 
W6IQT~2 WA6JXO0~2 WNE6SSR-2 W6EM-4 WA6QGX~4 G3PPR-41 
WN6LNV-3 V6WMC~1 John Caneron=Z &d Camp-2 Win Neff-2 
W60MY=1 Ralph Franks-5 Chas Gary-1 
SEW ES See Sb Hb See He ME Se 
Missine in Action -- Who Got???? Advise PO Box Olivia you 


have -- or have dope on ~~ any of the followings: 
1)Johnson Adventurer Xmtr 80-16 meters 
2)Tube Tester -~ Electronics Measurement Model 200 
3) Johnson Low Pass Filter 52 Ohm, model 250-20 
4)Ameco Code Records de W6AIN 
PREE REE -~-- Manual for Heathkit Monster Transmitter 
Model DX~-100 -- Call Ed w6AIN or 322-0319 
or drop line to editor or Box 911, 
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BUH So GS a Ge de ti se te se te 
On Saturday, July 28, a workine party assembled at the 
Trailer on the SRI location to repair roof of same, Fred 
Canham, Paul Thekan, Jerry Starkey, John Cameron, Vance 
Tardlow and E¢ Fairbanks Scraped and cleaned all the seams 
in the roof, Fred then sealed it with a butyl compound. 
Anyone with experience, advice, or materials needed to repair 
Beveral rust spots on the sides of the body are urged to let 
18 know what’s best to do, We have to paint the whole blasted 
thing once we are assured of a leak-free winter} 


PAARA Auction <- Oct 5 -- Ampex Cafeteria -- more next issue. 
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Fred called the meeting to order at 1930 local time, with 
five members present and 3 visitors there also, 

Business: fHotion made, seconded, and carried that part 
of our treasury be transferred to a wells-Fargo Savings 
account. The levtal papers were signed, 

Discussion followed regarding FAARAGKAPHS. Les Vickery 
hed comments rezardinse the nominatins committee stating 
hat he would like more knowledce of the membership. fred 
_reported the CCRC meeting hel’ in the home of W6LGW in Almo, 
On Friday Gotober 5 we will have our annual Action and Flea 
Market. It will be in the Ampex Cafeteria. wWe are cooper~ 
atine with tre Foothill club regardins the choice of a date, 
It will require at least ten of -our members to take care of 
the details. These include: refreshments, treasurers, greet- 
ine, revtistration, and round monitoring. A list of tlectro- 
nic conrerns will be written letters inviting them to donate 
prizes. A discussion followed regarding the annual Christmas 
party and the location of same. Then we moved to the chal- 
lenzte by EMARC to #A4RS, Philco-i"ord, and PAARA in the par- 
ticipation in the ARRL sweepstakes, held each November. Terry 
Conboy and Hal Moore offered to take part from their homes, 
Fred will bring back the final decision as to the rules. It 
is supposed to be a practive run for Field Day. 

Meeting at journed at 2145 local time. 

P.S. == Since the Auction and Flea liiarket will take 
place on a regular meetin nisht the results of the nominating 
committee report will be announced at that time. 

73, Hal Moore 
Secretary WODEP 
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on 3590 kHz every night except Moncay starting at 8:00 Ph 
local time at 5 words per minute. de ends at 10:00 going 
on 30 WPM or sol Practice makes Perfect! { 


ii 
AMATEUR RADIO PUSLIC SERVICE **** Et HAL MOORE wW6Da¥ 


George Hart, WiNJM is the Communications Manazer for the 
4.R.R.G. and in the Aueust issue of Q5T ht Says that the word 
"missionary" cam be avplied to anyone invo-ved in a task 
navine to do with persuasion to a cause. The “cause” is 
Amateur Radio Public Service. He states that since public 
service work.is less pure, unadulterated ‘un than most other 
ham radio pursuits and since there is a “teater necessity for 
Lt in safesuarding the amateur’s future, jhe need for miss- 
Lonaries is paramount, Therefore it is svread the word, preach 
she gospel, beat the drum for better, more orvanized emer-— 
rency preparedness, more efficint net opsration and above all 
1ore particivation by the brethren in this important amateur 
radio activity. 

It has been said before but it can stand repeating. The 
sombination of the Amateur Radio Emervencr Corps, the Radio 
imateur civil Emerzengy Service and the Nstiornal Traffic 
tystem is the Amateur Radio Public Service corps. There is 
» definite move on the way now for the cooysvation by the 
Military Affiliate Radio Service (i\A°S) with the ARPSC, 

The practical way, anc we must be practical, is the pass- 
ine of good solid messazres addressed to third parties (your 
"riends, relatives, and neithbors) to localities outside of 
the immediate area. Messages thet will not compete with vestern 
Inion or the Phone Company. These are messa’es of mood will, 
sirthday, weddines anniversary, baby birth annozuncements, etces 
'If your dos or cat has puppies or kittens you can use it also. 
IJADEF is a member of the Northern Calif. Net wnich is part 
xf the National Traffic System. Try it, you'll like pine ae | 


-jyean oricinatine somethine for some~-one via the CDi net. 
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Am in receipt of a very funny series of stories by 
enry Cady, W6PSY, uo there in Clear Lake. Next issue when 
have more room, I hope to be able to print one. Much better 
han one of my (in)famous “Origin of Ham Radio” efforts... 


74 Bick 
WA6NCX 


1000 SOUTH BASCOM AVENUE 


= SAIN JOE. . phone 992 59900 
SINCE i@3s 


SWR BRIDGE READS FORWARD & REFLECTED POWER 


SIMULTANEOUSLY "EASY READ’ METERS SIZE 5X2X2_ 
DUAL 100-MICROAM? METER MOVEMENTS 
LOW INSERTION LOSS MAY BE LEFT IN LINE UP To 2,000 WATTS 
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46,099 8Q. FT. OF ELECTRONIC PARTS, 

SOMPONENTS, TUBZE AND ACCEMSORES. 

*ANTENHAS » MEW SEHVICE bert i 

+ WAM GEAR + ACOUSTIC SOUND DEMONSTRATION ROOM - 

» CITIZEN'S BANG - COMPLETE STEREO HI-FI DEPT. 370 150 MHZ 
+ COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL PARTS SUPPLY 


SANKAMERICARD + FIRST NATIONAL « MASTERCHARGE ADD $1.25 FOR POSTAGE 
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